
NRC Para Rowing report: September 2015 

 

1) Laurence Whiteley (Tees RC) and Lauren Rowles (Marlow RC) competed at the 2015 World 

Championships in Aiguebelette, where they won a silver medal in the TA2x.  By achieving 

this they have also qualified the boat for next year’s Rio Paralympics   

 

2) Gateshead Community Rowing Club successfully completed the Great Tyne Row on Sunday 

6th September, with the Stoke member of the squad being a blind athlete. This is the second 

year that there has been an adaptive crew and there are plans for entries in next year’s 

event.  The land-based activities at the Baltic on the race day gave Dean, a member from the 

club who suffered a traumatic brain injury, to the opportunity to speak to many people 

about the joys of para rowing.  

 

3) James Rose of Tees Rowing Club is involved in the GB Para development squad and has 

competed in a number of events; the first race was in Glasgow in June, where he finished 

last but has since raced at Peterborough in August racing TAx1 in both the 500m and 1000m 

events, and successfully winning both.  James will be attending the British Championships in 

October and water trials in November at Caversham. 

 

4) Both Gateshead and Tees continue to grow their squads. Gateshead now have  23 members, 

including 6 members with classifications who are launching a new adaptive single next week. 

Tees have recently gained another two LTA female athletes to the squad bringing the total 

number of adaptive athletes at the club to 10. 

 

5) There has been a large amount of interest from clubs within the region to have Adaptive 

events (both Para and Rowability) at regattas and head races in the coming seasons, and as 

we encourage more athletes to  race in the region British Rowing are looking  to hold a 

classification event prior to some of the regattas to ensure we have as many athletes 

classified and ready to race as possible to help continue the sport to grow. 

 

6) Gateshead are planning to race in the World Skiff Championships next year in Northern 

Ireland and athletes from both Gateshead and Tees will be attending the British indoor 

championships in December in London. The number of entries from both club will be 

finances dependent. 

 

7) Lucy Radley (Tees) successfully completed the Boston Marathon, she was the 2nd Para 

athlete to complete this race but the first in her category of LTA, this is a huge achievement 

for Lucy and Tees are extremely proud of her  

 

Gillian Lathan 

 


